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This week’s BADGE WINNERS…
Reception – Maryam
Year 1 – Lotty

Year 2 – Isabella C

Year 3 – Isaac

Year 4 – Marley

Year 5 – Milly

Year 6 – Megan

Welcome to this week’s newsletter…
The highlight of this week has to be the community spirit and the joy which resulted from delivering
meals to some of our residents. It was so nice to work together with The Dog Inn, The Village
Committee and UKi on this project and everything went smoothly. The residents loved their Christmas
meal cooked by our wonderful kitchen staff and they were entertained by children singing in small
groups outside their homes. The local media came along and there should be an article and pictures
in the Telegraph the week before Christmas.
Today Year 3 have had a WOW event – they went on a virtual tour of Europe – using QR codes to solve
clues and they had a surprise guest and ate some lovely European style biscuits. It was lovely to see
them wearing their country hats and searching the school for clues.
So to all things Christmassy…………..
Thank you for your donations towards Save the Children this week as a result of
‘Christmas Jumper Day’. Everyone looked very festive in their jolly jumpers and
festive outfits. We raised £90 for Save the Children. Thank you for your generosity.
This term we have raised £1000 for various Charities and I know that it is not an
easy time for many families.

The children will be able to buy raffle tickets from Monday 14th December and
the raffle will be drawn on Friday 18th December. A list of prizes donated so far
is on the end of this newsletter. Many thanks to everyone who has donated
prizes. Raffle tickets will be sold by class teachers - £1 a strip.
The Saturday Winter Craft session was so popular – all 50 places were taken up very
quickly. Look out for the link which will be sent out today for the session after school
on Tuesday. All resources will be delivered to school to be taken home and you can
enjoy taking part in this virtual free event. Sign up quickly as places are likely to run
out.

Belthorn’s Mistletoe Mystery is also on sale next week. We have had great
fun writing and preparing this for families to enjoy. We think it is a brilliant
event and encourage everyone to take part. The Mystery of Mistletoe the
Donkey Treasure Hunt can be bought from school at a cost of £5. All the
winning entrants will be put into a prize draw and the winning family will
win £50 cash prize. If you buy your treasure trail before Friday 18th
December, you will also receive a free children’s goody bag. Trails can be bought from the Dog Inn
Coffee Shop during the holiday – but please note the opening times are limited – Fridays 2pm – 5pm
and Saturdays 11am – 4pm. You have until Friday 8th January to return your entry forms – simply post
them through the school post box or hand them back in to the Dog Inn Coffee Shop. Many thanks to
our wonderful Mr Furness and his writing skills for putting the plot together.
Friday is Christmas dinner day. All children will eat in their class bubbles and will
be served by the staff. Hopefully this will be a lovely end to the term and leave
us all feeling festive as well as rather full.

Children in Early Years, KS1 and Year 6 have been preparing for their
virtual Christmas plays. These will be sent out to parents to enjoy. Thank
you to the staff who have had to think about how to video and produce
these. As always the youngest children love to perform, but getting them
to stay in the right place and speak at the right time is never easy when
there are 27 excited 4 year olds all together. The phrase ‘herding cats’
comes to mind.

We have had visits from our local PCSO’s this week to monitor the traffic issues
and parking outside school. There was a serious incident at a local school
recently where a child was knocked down by a car. This is a stark reminder that
everyone needs to be so careful when driving on Belthorn Road – obeying the
20mph, not driving on the pavements and parking sensibly. The PCSO’s will
continue to visit school to monitor the traffic and parking.

Important Information regarding self-isolation etc. during the Christmas
break.


Mrs Rowan is the identified person who will take responsibility for contacting pupils who
have had contact with a confirmed case in the 'window' of 48 hours after the school closes.
Please don’t message class teachers by email or use the Showbie app.



If you need to contact school about a positive COVID-19 test result for a pupil in school
within 48 hours of school closing please email Mrs Rowan on
office@belthornacademy.co.uk



I will be checking emails daily in the morning and then again in the evening and will
respond to any COVID-19 related emails. Please do not email with other issues until
January 4th.
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Where a pupil or staff member tests positive for COVID-19, having developed symptoms
more than 48 hours since being in school, the school should not be contacted. Parents
and carers should follow contact tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace.



Where pupils are required to self-isolate due to contact with a positive case after the first
6 days following the end of term, schools do not need to be informed about their absence
until the first day of the new term.

And finally……

Miss Trafford officially starts her maternity leave at the end of next week. She has been working at
home for the last half term and has kept us all on our toes with her efficiency as well as supporting
children who are learning from home and leading interventions via Zoom.
I am sure that everyone will wish both Miss Trafford and Mr Griffiths all the best for the next few
weeks and we can’t wait to hear about the new arrival. Mr Griffiths is on strict instructions to
socially distance himself from staff and pupils next week so that he can be present at the birth
should it happen in the first week of the holidays. Fingers crossed we don’t get any isolation news.
Have a lovely weekend, get lots of rest because next week there will be lots of tired and excited
young people.
Have a wonderful weekend
Mrs Rowan and all the Belthorn Staff

Keep reading – there are raffle prize details on the next page………………

Monday:
Beef Burger in a bun
Quorn Burger in a bun
Cheese and Tomato
Pizza
Pasta in Tomato Sauce
Curly Fries
Mixed Vegetables
Jacket
Potato
with
cheese, baked beans or
tuna
Marble Cake and Custard

Tuesday:
Pork Sausages & gravy
Quorn Sausages &
gravy
Veggie Kiev
Pasta in Tomato Sauce
Mashed
potatoes,
peas, sweetcorn
Jacket Potato with
Beans, Cheese or Tuna
Jelly & Ice Cream

Wednesday:
Roast Beef & Yorkshire
Pudding
Quorn Chicken fillets
Cheese and Onion Pie
Pasta in Tomato Sauce
Roast Potatoes
Baton Carrots, Broccoli
Jacket Potato with Beans,
Cheese or Tuna.
Mini Chocolate Donut

Thursday:
Chicken
Tikka
Masala with Rice
and Naan Bread
Quorn Steak Strips
in Gravy
Pasta in Tomato
Sauce
Cheesy cubes with
herbs, Sweetcorn,
Cauliflower
Jacket Potato with
Beans, Cheese or
Tuna
Jam Sponge and
custard

Friday:

Christmas Dinner

 £50 Amazon Voucher
 Remote Control Car
 Sequin Switch Secret Keeper (secret
notebook and pen)
 Barbie and Ken with their Jeep
 Radio Controlled Heli Drone
 Woollen scarf
 Sparkly sausage dog teddy
 Toiletry gift sets x 4
 Sparkle Girlz Hair Dreams Doll
 Hot Wheels Monster Truck
 Costa Coffee reusable flask
 £100 tattoo Voucher
 £15 voucher for Little Log Cottage – craft
gifts
 Dog Inn Voucher
 2 x £50 Grays Vouchers
…….. and there could be more to come

