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This week’s BADGE WINNERS…

Reception – Charlie and Ayesha
Year 1 – Nieve

Year 2 – Alfie Y

Year 3 – Max

Year 4 – Toby

Year 5 – Grayson

Year 6 – Katie

Welcome to this week’s newsletter…
A warm welcome from a chilly Belthorn. This week we have been focusing on Children’s Mental Health
week alongside our other learning and we hope you have managed to take a look at some of the
activities we have posted. As a school, we have been championing children’s wellbeing for a number
of years now and all children in school should be able to talk about strategies they can use if they are
struggling with their emotions.
Miss Egan has talked the children through handbreathing as one strategy and the children have all
experienced a range of mindfulness strategies as part of their learning in school. If we can do anything
to support families who might be struggling, please let us know. It might be that we can facilitate
something to support you, or at least point you in the right direction. Some parents have contacted
us this week, and we have been able to help.
As part of our efforts to keep connected with families we have piloted ‘Belthorn Radio’ today. This
really has just been a chance for Mr Furness and Mr Griffiths to realise their dreams of being radio
presenters, and I am sure those of you who know them and have seen them in action at good work
assembly know they love a good audience. So, to combine with children’s mental health week we
thought the children might like to give a shout out to friends and ask for specific songs to be played.
As I write this, I am feeling a little nervous, but hopefully it might raise a smile and we will have a good
response.
As a staff we have created a playlist this week on the theme of express yourself and we have been
dancing along to some tunes as we go through the hall. It has certainly brightened up our days.
My daily update from Lancashire advisory service contained the grid below. Although it is aimed at
adults, it is also something we could do with children if we adapt it slightly. I like the idea of friendly
February and I know we are all missing our friends.

Snow closure
It was a very difficult decision to make on Tuesday regarding closing or opening. Initially we wanted
to try our best to open to support those parents who are working in hospitals in particular and with
the vaccination programme. In addition, the weather forecast in Blackburn was giving rain for later
on. However, it quickly became apparent that it was very dangerous to try to drive up the hill. Many
staff could not get in and therefore for health and safety reasons we had to close. The good news
regarding all of this is because of our online learning, we need never have a ‘snow day’ again regarding
missed learning as we can always move to online work.

And finally ……
Keep up the good work re Showbie and Zoom lessons. We have had some excellent engagement and
all this will make a difference when we come back together.
Thank you as always for your support with all the online learning. Please have a look at the remote
learning tab on the website for more ideas if you need them.
Have a lovely weekend everyone.

Mrs Rowan and all the Belthorn staff.

